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Bologna by order of Julius II, after he had discharged
his mission,
France was now Cesare's only hope., and he wrote to
Louis begging his royal leave to come to take his rank
as a prince of that country, and to serve her.
You may justly have opined, long since, that the
story here set down is one never-ending record of
treacheries and betrayals. But you will find little to
surpass the one to come. The behaviour of Louis at
this juncture is contemptible beyond words, obeying
as it does the maxim of that age, which had it that no
inconvenient engagement should be observed if there
was opportunity for breaking it.
Following this detestable maxim, Louis XII had
actually gone the length of never paying to Charlotte
d'Albret the dot of one hundred thousand livres
Tournois, to which he had engaged himself by written
contract. When Cesare, in prison at Medina and in
straits for money, had solicited payment through his
brother-in-law of Navarre, his claim had been con-
temptuously disregarded.
But there was worse to follow. Louis now answered
Cesare's request for leave to come to France by a let-
ter (quoted in full by M. Yriarte from the "Archives
des Basses Pyrenees ") in which his Very Christian
Majesty announces that the Duchy of Valentinois and
the County of Dyois have been restored to the crown
of France, as also the lordship of Issoudun. And then
follows the pretext, of whose basely paltry quality you
shall judge for yourselves. It runs:
After die decease of the late Pope Alexander, when our
people and our army were seeking the recovery of the
Kingdom of Naples, he [Cesare] went over to the side of